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WIELD DEPENDENCE-INDEPENDENCE AS- A CORREIATE-
OF READING ACHIEVEMENT DI XICaMENetaIRRICAN.
CHILDREN Order Na ; 7807273

BUC_ Y, Kevin James, Ph.D. University of Tease at
&leas, 1977. 107pp. Supervisor: Thomas Oakland

Relationships between the cooitive style variable oi field
dependenee-independerice and four aspects of reading were Ix-
*mined with multiple regression techniques. '-ledependent vari-
ables Were correlated -with four measures of reading achieve=

., meat: IQ, hcculturatieri, verbal fluency, sex, social- class,
.degree of bilingualism, receptive language ability and field de-
pendence-independence- In addition, the amount of unique vari-
ance contributed by field dependence-independence was deter-
mined with respect to predicting reading achievement. The
sansple consisted of 128 alexican-Areerican children froth the
Corpus Christi Independent School District, Corpus Christi,
Texas_ Two age groups (7-8 and 10111 years) were sampled
and stratified by sex and social clafr°

The field dependence variable was found to account for sig-
nificant independent variance -in reading comprehension, word
recognition, auditory blending and grarnmatic closure in the
'T'll-yearild group. No significant results were noted in the
older (10 -11 year old) group.

General intelligence as measured by the Slosson Intelligence
Testeaccounted for the largest amount of variance in the pre-
diction of criterion scores. In the younger sample, the Chit-
drer's Embedded Figures Test (CEFT), the measure of field

-e- independence, correlated .38 with reading cornpre-
,37 with word recognition, .38 with grammatic closure

With auditory blending- All these relationships were
etwificasit at the p < .01 level. In the older sample, the CErT
correlated -35 with reading comprehension (p < .01); .22 with
word recognition (p < .05), .19 with grammatic cloture and .12
with auditory blending, -

Age differences but not sex differenceseeere noted in field
independence.

Moat tif the variables in both age groups correlate welder-
y, the exceptions beteg level of acculturation and bilingual

usage
Field independence is related to socioeconomic status in

both age groups but is related to acculturation only in the older
gip.

Multiple regression analysis revealed that the measure of
dependence shared variance with the 'intelligence measure
arse e degree yet mill made a significant contribution to chi

"variance in the criterion scores. The field dependence variab
leaded heavily cm a Verbal/achievement factor in factor ailal-
.3,scs, indicating its verbal as well as perceptual components.
Degree of bilingualism did riot supply significant variance with

,rat pect to reading. Li rni trireme of instrumentation are die -
cussed as a possible explanation for this result,

Though field dependence does not yield large amounts of
variance on the reading Treasures and cannot, as some claim it
can, be isolated as the cause of large scale underachievement -

of Mexican- American chi eirce in reading, the fact that it is a
sap-14mA variable subject to modification may warrant its
further study,

LATINO COMMUNICATION PATTERNS: AN INVEST IGA
TION OF MEDIA USE AND ORGANIZATIONAL ACTrYITY
AMONG MEXICAN, DVECAN , AND PUERTO RI
MISTS OF CHICAGO Orde

DURAN, Daniel Flores, Ph.D. The University et Wfecs naln-
Madison, 1,977, 520pp. Supervisor:. Professor Mar et E.
isinuroe

Limited bacrwiedge of communication patterns in the Latino
ion arid teethe contexts suitable for service to ads group

salted the significance of U.S: public libraries' 'service
loo rieeds..Thls exploratory study gathered data on the
unicatioii behavior, resource utilization, and organ -

Ionalectivity of Mexican, Culnm, and-Puerto Mean residents
of Chicago, Illinois. TWo seta of hypotheses were tested to
discover relationstipsPetween Latino participation in formal
voluntary associations and use of informational media re-
sources, and between Latino biterpersenal communication Red '
us of primary group resources' and information agencies,

A stratified cluster probability sample was used to select
VA Latinos who were interviewed by trained bilingual inter-
viewers using a structured schedule,' Data were gathered on
demographic characteristipeepetteens of language use, extern
of reading activity, use of the reties media; _frieedship net
culture orientation, organizatipeaValtivity, and IMO of formal
agencies, Including the public library. Descriptive and tune
lytical profiles presenaing the communication patterns for, twill
of the three groups were developed and compared, controlling
for several demographic lectern. The hypotheses were ani-
lyssed by the use of Indices. Chi-square and eitriple corral,-
Hon coefficient procedures were applied to the hypotheses and
profile -co mparisene with, a significance level .0 .01),

The data support-the hypothesis that there is ; positive said
ignifIcant association between organizational activity and the

two communication patterns of reading activity and public it -
brary use; nb significant- relationship betWeen organizational
activity and the use of the mass media was fauna. 'In the sec -'..
and set of hypotheses, the data indicate that Latinos would turn
1130fe frequently to -fellow Latinos than to non-Latinse for help
in the three hypothetical problem areas., The corollary by-.
pothesis that Lath-toes/RI. rnore fiequently Identify pri ary
group resources over (carnal sources of information
supported by the-deaa. '

Two important elements In the profile of Latino communi-
cation behavior werefoand: _tbe-predomiliant use of Spanish

age for persenel, niasteraedia, and reading activity com-
mas to each of the three groups; 50% sample participation in
English as a Second Language and other Adult Education pro-
grams, with high Correlation between such activity and use of
the public library. Thirty-five percent of the sample reported
organizational memberships, pribaariW in religious tieSOCig-
Hone and unions. Frequent communication with relatives and
friends was reported by each gioup, and Mach communication
was not significantly reduced by increasing urbanization'or
geographical distance within Chicago-, -.

Major implications for libraryeervice based on this study
include: public library-contact with'the unaffiliated who rely
on local resources; development ofanaterfal collections that
represent the local Spanish language orientation of Latino
neighbo hoods; iniegratiore with neighborhood networks of
Latino ()ups and individuals; and necessity (or Latino pro-
fessi al library staff who share the cultural background arid
language skills of the Latino' public.

The wealth of data gathered In this study awaits more de
tailed analysis by library rescarchers'and thosb of related
disciplines, Replications of this study in other Latino areas

, -are also recommended.
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Order
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ctues- between the two

hes souses of inter! interference since
li Intruded upo he other. during the pio-

rmation. E en though the banal. cd
won the other delayed the proceg of

the different linguistic structures of the
ac_ arent bilingual subjects indicated a rleher semantic Edon.

Thanderarchfced ,structure of, linguistic irdorination in the
semantic memory strati undoubtedly influenced by the 1
environment and this.factor caused variations acrosa
The variation ofelinpiLetic informatioi acres, cultures was-
identified as a crucial one in interlingunl interference. The
results further suggested that Stich interference may be mein-
ring at the retrieval Stage of verbal information from the se-
mantic memory.

SienituralLsni implies" more than npialia,M. If memo
lowing and being able to operate succe fully iii,two cultures;

tied is, the students and the teacher inuat be familiar with-two
modes of behavior. Language is an excellent source in elibdr-

- lag time behaviors since it has its referent table culture it.
repreeents- It is governed by thee beliefs, vete* and customs -of particuldr culture. If further reflects or gives clues to-
the thoughts and feeling's Of the people representitive,of that-
esdbare.

The same word,in one language will often not produce the
*A030 reactionwheretransrated into her. in some cases it
cannot be translated into another 1 e because of the ab-
sence of a corresponding concept. Students tete; are brought
Into contact with a seeend lenguage whuld tend to interpret the

lieguage with a frame of .reference in 'their own cideare.
rusion of one ginguistic system upon another is corn-

ier:tidy- known as linguistic interference (Dalrymple-Alford,
lildflg end Kintseh and Kintsch. 1969).

eh

It was the purpose of this study to analyze the cominonall-
ties end differences in the perception of meaning, on specific
Itmicall items, by-English monolingual and Spanish-English
Mingled istudents,' and to investigate if the ctifferenges con-
tribirte to inter-lingual interference. This objective was

1/4-acialeved bjr employing the network model el the semantic mem-
ory to analyze the semantic 'distance and tie semantic judg-
anent of the monolingual and bilingual students.

THE RELATIONSHIP ETWEEN CHOCTAW TEACHERS'
. AND NON-CHOCTAW TEACHERS' PERCEPTIONS OF

CHOCTAW FIRST-GRADERS AND STUDENT ACHIEVR
MIXT IN READING Order No. 7E07577

Erioctis, john Rornily, 111,Ed.O. Mississippi State University,
977. 62pp. Director : Dr. John P.- Wollenberg

The major purpose of the study was to identify the pe -
bons o1 Choctaw teachers of Choctaw students and non-Choctaw
teachers' of Choctaw students and to determine the effect of
tease perceptions upon the. reading achieverent of Choctaw
first-grade students.

The population for the study consisted of 72 Choctaw first-
Vade' students enrolled in federal elementary schools in North
Central Mississippi- Subjects were selected to participate in.' the study on the' trasis of race.

The four teachers selected to participate in the study held
raid Mississippi state certificates with endorsemrits in eler
mentary education. Two teachers were non-Indian, and two

, teachers were Indian. The teachers were females who ex-
pressed a Willingness to work within the study-

A pre-test and post-test design was used in the study, The
pre-tests; the. Metro . titan Readiness TesC(Level II, Form F,1974 edition) and the Adjective Check List (1984) developed by
the National Opinion Research Center were used to control ini-
tial reading readiness of the Choctaw first-grade students, and,to determine teacher perseption. The pre-tests were adminis-
tered to all participants chiring September of the 1976-77 schoolyear.

For a period,erioperiod, ofi5 weeks, the Choctaw first-grade students

.

were taught using, e same programs of instruction.
After 25 weeks of instruction; students were administered

the post -test of achievement, The reading subtests of the
Neer °Man Achtegernent Test (Primary I Level, Form F,
970 on were used as the poet-test.

The least-squiaree analreis41 variance was utilized to deter-Mine if differences were gnificant when the Indian and nen-
. Indian teacher pereeptions.of the students differed. A differ-

ence was considered significant at the .05 level.
Analysis of the difference between the means of Indianerid

n- Indian teacher perceptions showed that a significant differ-
',ince existed between the percepttons of the two groups,
!, /ileae't- sgdarer analysis of covariance statistical procedure

rrnine if differences were significant in read-
if the students taught by Indian and non-Indian

erence was considered significant at the .05

Method

Th&subjects consisted of 10 English monolingual students .(3 male and-5 female) rindornly selected from the accessible
poptilattork Bach Monolingual student watt matched to two
Spanish-English bilingual stedents (one apparent bilingual std.
one Spanish-dominant bilingual) on selected variables. ,

The investigatoc developed and validated the Test of Se-
mantic Distance and the Teat of Semanftc Judgment in order
to measure treatment effia. Theree also two alternate
forms of the Test of Semantic Distance in which test items -
Watered randomly either in English or Spanish. The Spanish
version of bath tests was administered tothe Spanish-ddfninent

sublect,s while the English version was given to the
English monolingual subjects. The alternate forms of the

Test of Semantic -Distance were-adrninisteted to the apparent
ilinigual etudencs.. These students also had achoice of one 69

flee tiro language versions of the Test of Semantic Judgment.
The analysis of variance and the t-test _were used to an _yze
students' respopses.-

Results ,

The findings of this Study indicated that linguistic i
tlon was stored in a hierarchical structure in the semantic
Mennere for both ethnic grOups under consideration. Howeger,
the Idirarchicelly structured verbal information in English
was not the same as that in Spanish. The apparent bilingual
subjects who were operating in two languages teemed to have
diesiceed more then one linkuistic'structure In the semantic
memory. Resides, there was significant diffel-ence between
subjects operating in. a rrionelingua1 context and those operat-

.

C
ing achieve

era.



Analysts of tbe err e between tit rneytns tuclenta
by baleen and eon Indian teachers shcleved that no sigreill-

ence existed between'the reading achitvement of the

tole regression sentlysis was utilized to obtain the
'or correlation bktween teacherperceptions of

Cacetenefirsterrade-students and readingachievernene of the
sludsate.

Analysis of the carrels-lion between teacter perceptions
reedirmacitievernent showed that a positive cortelaif esti/tele

p

TIfi ACQIUMTION OF GRAMMATICAt' STRUCTURES BY
A 'MIKAN:AMERICAN CIEILD. LEARNING -ENG101.51f

Order No: 7731395

1Efix/NBEZ -CHAVEi, Edurdda, Ph.D. taiiVersity of Cai-
ro:frisk Berkeley, `19 ?Sapp.e

ady of soluentlad childhodd bilhIguellern provides a
nc pective on the acquisition of syntactic structures

Satt-seeranbe nehtiods. Sse theseqtdiftion of a first Ismael,-
this. learning is intimately hound up with the child's conceptual.

apstent -in genial otitis often confused with it. The In-
Aearner, on the .

other Seeds has already well-clorel-
abaft:lie. The child language investigator can

rably certain that new learning represents mare
stic processes itnd can draw inferences about the

cBIid's, language learning facility that are otherwise not pee-
able.

Thls study investigates the syntactic development of a three-
year-aid Mexican American child in the earliest stages of his

g of English. The data used for the analysis were col-
1~ in bi -weekly tape recordings taken at the day care center
%berg the child was learning English in a naturalistic setting.

One of the principal concerns was to gain a greater under-
standing of the possible relationships between the syntactic and
sornentie structures of the child's first language and the pro-
cess or learning the second. Previous research suggests that
the syntax of a tiesond language is acquired essentially
pendently of that of the first language. The Ll semantic
the other hand, have generally been thought to be full
to the sequential L2 learner. The results of this_j.nvestig
point Kaolin to true conclusion that not only al.& the L2 syntitc-
tic structures learned independently from those of l, the highly
iievelopecl knowledge of basic semantic relations that the child
already possesses for his first language is not transferred in
the process of learning the second.

The evidence for this is of several sorts. First, the most
basic greinnutical functions develop gradually and systemati
csdly over a period of several months. The earliest learning
Involves such fuRdamental relations-as Question, Statement,
Subject, Verb, and Object. Moreover, syntactic categories de-
velop independently within each of these major sentential func-
loes. E.g. Subject NP's have systematically different compe-

nsate from Object NP's which, in turn, are different from
Equational Predicate NP's, etc. Syntactic and semantic con-
streinta, then, are characterized as the residue of the explicitly
learned privileges of occurrence.

Secondly, It is demonstrated that' the semantic relations
which are gradually acquired in English over a period
of many months already exist for the child in Spanish at the
very beginning of his introduction to English. Further-
more, the child expresses many advanced grammatical func-
tions In Spanish, such as Imperfective Past, which are
never 'attempted In English throughout the sixteen months of
See seedy. This is taken to W./arcing evidence that the

grammatical relattens d itonorrn
Stop those tai LI.

Additional evidence for this position derives from certain
learning strategies employed-by the child. Pear disparate
kinds of non-sporstanecus produCtion serve to:establish the
sointie and arritectlic possibilities, of English sestences. Data
are presented which thee that the use of structires in holo-

rases, direct imitatlorst,'quasi-spontgeosoladetterancei (par-
tinkly -imitated, partially-apontaneoua forms), and code alter-

precede their less in fully productive-firms =Taint
rr ' non-productives atterances all fanctlom to test the

gestical privileges of occurrence of sbactures which are in the
process of being learned. , -

Wth conclede that the underlying semantic relations of a
learner's two languages are not identical a.nd that they are
maintained separate in the learning process. The learning of
the semeuttle And syntactic structures of a second language in
many irriPinrtsat waysa-esernbles the processes by which the
first language IS learned.

STORY RECALL IN
FECTS OF ETHNIC
EDUCATIONAL CONTE _

RUSES, Laura
MentenS Sy

Ph,D
erdield

D WHITE Cf3ILDRENt E Fs.
MBEFtesie, l IALECT,man

'Order No. 7809003

in University, 1978. 140pp.

udty investigated the effects of ethnic's-alp member-
ship, age, sex and educational context art unstructured and
prved recall information when stories were told in either
Black English Vernacular (BEV) or Standard English (SE). One
hundred twenty-eight children divided by race, sex, and age
(kindergarten or fifth grade) were the subjects for the study.
There were three educational contexts: one nit Slash school,
One all White school and one integrated school. Thirty-two boys
and girls attended the Black school, 33 attended the White school
and the remaining 64, equally divided between Black and Welte
boys and girls attended the integrated school. Subgroups of 15
within each racial group, divided equally on the basis of sex,
were randomly chosen from kindergarten and filth_ grade classes
in the three schools. All of the subjects were tested individually.
Each child listened to pre-taped versions of two stories, one in
standard English and one in Black English Vernacular. The
stories were presented in a random order according to experi-
mental conditions such that the order of presentation was coun-
terbalanced, At time completion °Stile chum; spontaneous recall
of the stories, several questions designed to probe recall were
presented (Qn tape) in the same dialect as, the stories.

Under sAitaneous conditions, it was found that Black chil-
dren attends qg kindhearten and fifth grade segregated classes
used more EV than White children. That is, Black children
produced more BEV graternat Sal forms in thei r utterances.* These restilts obtained both when the storie were told in BEV
and SE. Turning from the dialect in °peva ion variable to the
recall of information, an analysis of the da revealed a signifi- .
cant difference between Black and White fif th grade girls at-
tending segregated classes. The Black girL scored higher.

Developmentally, when dialect in operas n was observed, it
was found that the black fifth grade sithjer_s produced more
BEV grammatical forms in their utterances than Black kinder-
garten classes when materials were presented in VE V. In the
recall of information, all of the fifth grade subjects performed
better than the kindergarten subjects.



The analyses of the data in terms of sex differences were
coaceted for segregated and non-segregated schools, for Black
and Mite and for kindergarten and fifth grades separately. Ors
the insis of these computations, there were no significant die-

between boys and ties,
Bratty under probe conditions dialect effects both in

aperalion and in recall of information disappeared. Develop-
mental differences, however, continued to be aignificart, Die.
leeriness between boys and girls computed as for the spontaeo-
mm comlitions were not significant.

Oa the basis of the analysis of the data from this study,
there are some indications that Black children would perform
better if materials were presented in BEV. It was recom-
mended that additional studies of a less formal natupe and use

er populations be conducted to further substantiate the Ma-
this investigation.

MEXICAN - AMERICAN C ULT UR.AL AND LANGUAGE CHAR-
ACTERISTICS OF MEXICAN-DESCENT CHILDREN LIVING
IN BOULDER COUNTY Order No. MEMO

MENA, alerted, Ph.D. University of Colorado at Ek3tilder,1477.
247pp, Director: Prbfessor Y. Arturo Cabre

The basic purpose of the study was to identl1 the linguistic.
and cultural characteristics of a random sample of thirty Meal -
can- descent families whose children were enrolled in the Boulder
Valley School District Bilingual-Biculturni,Program during the
1976-1977 school year.

The basic sources were (111ife-style and language-proille
questionnaires filled out by bot parents of each family ip the
study sample, (2) related literature on educational programs
and on the culture of the Mexican-descent population of the
Southwest.

The roans indicated that a great variation existed between
and within _amines In a number of cultural and linguistic char
e ter tette a . The data also revealed a number of common cul-

tural characteristics between and within families. These vari-
ations and similarities ranged from adherence to departure
from some of the traditional folk-culture c acteristics. Nene
of the families exhibited complete depart e fro o m plate
adherence to all of the traditional folk-cu ms.

Because of the diversity in family chars- Ice which
don'ts in the sar.10,2 population, It is not Posy to conclude
any sweeping generalizations regarding the culture of the
families.

Major fir.Iings of the study include: (1) the extended family
as a living unit does not exist; (,2) the acceptance and use of
ethnic labels varied considerably; (3) on the basis of responses,
it appears that the compadrasgo system Is valued; (4) equality
between husband and wife is the norm; (5) equal freedom is
given sons and daughters; (6) a majority of thejarnilies were
Catholics; (7) the average number of children per family is leas
than the average cited In many ethnic oriented studies and re-
ports; and (8) there is agreement in the importance of both
parents assuming equal responsibility in child rearing.

The results of this study and review of pertinent, esearch
suggest that the rural folk-culture cannot be a valid description
of the Mexican-descent family of the Southwest. Although some
of these descriptions may have application, In varying degrees,
to some of these families, contemporary Mexican-descent fam-
ily structure and behavior varies so greatly that sweeping gen-
eralizations cannot and should not be made.

Any attempt to Identify cultural characteristics, of a specific
populetion, by educatimal personnel needs to consider factors
which have Influenced these variations as they relate to specific
populations.)

Educators must understand the child's home, family, and
community for optimal educational opportunities.

NARRATIVES INHERITED By CHILDPISN
ERMAN ANCESTRY: CULTUTtAL PL

E PERSISTENCE OF TRADITION
Order No. 72105.529

RUSSELL, Lod

Eased on a field collection conducted among Chicano *Veil
ilms (12 to 24 years old) Ln Greeley, Colorado, the study to
cease on the continuance of legendary narratives and folk be.
lido as the language of transmission yields to tint of ewe
Majority culture. A secondary focus is that of the developin4
fit rrator. The /unction of legend telling in the Juvenile =b-
eakers is recognized and the :maniple effect of that bandit:a
arnelag Jove:111090AG are undergoing both a personal and an -,

steak identity crisis.
Chapter I, The Community, describes the Chicano conasiu-

nity, Its historical influences, its soctal'structure and 'me
of residence, and some of the evidences or lack thereof Of the
material culture. The description of the town of Gneelee *hien
opens this chapter, its geographical setting, its history and gm-,
velopment, its' extremely splintered religious community, tired
its occupational patterns provides the backdrop against which
thew rung people play out their-dial roles of lillitic minority
group members and third generation Americans.

Chapter II, Collecting and the Narrators, describe& the col-
tactile' siltation loan discusses the collecting atmosphere, the
`Ptridelfeding groups and the individual narrators, M over-
view providing information on language dominance and family
_residential and employment patterns concludes the chapter,

Chapter III, Religious influences, contains information bayed
CM interviews -with leaders from-three branches of the inwiiten
tIonalreligious groups affecting the Mexican-American cone.

--director of Catholic Community t er-vices, pastor of
Trinity Spanish Assembly, and pastor of the Spanish Baptijt
Church. In the section on folk religion, there is I: description
of a visit to a carendera and discussion of the prevalence of
borne practitioners. The belief in witchcraft also figure. In
this chapter. _

Chapter TV, Narration and Context, deals with the attitudes
of the Informants, both toward the collecting procese and to.
ward the texts. The developing style of certain of the 'arra
tors is dealt with as well as the interaction and sharing of ear-
nttves and the role of the numbers in correction and seleetke
of material.

Chapter V, The Narratives, discesses some of the bac-.
tional aspects of these narratives. They have been dealt with
insofar as possible according to type, i.e., llorona narratives,
devil and witch narratives, but son10 of the types overlap lie no
most of the henctions of these types.

Chapter VI, The language and the TraditlorMusses in
more detail the extent of language maintenance of individual
informants, their ethnicity in terms of traditional and no -
traditional aspects of their family lives and draws some en-
clueions about the persistence of these narratives and gel efs
in spite of lack of language maintenance and Anglo intrusions
on the life style of even the most traditional of the families nay-
resented in this study.

r
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ATTITUDES OF NATIVE Alt] NONNATIVE .SFE
WARD VARIETIES OF AMERICAN ENGLISH
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WACKER, Marjorie Elizabeth, ma Texas AIM University,
1ST/. 22Sppa Chairman: Dr. bland H. Cannon

Raseaxeh into attitudes about American English Gap held by
native and nonnative English (EFL) speakers depends on a mina-
ter of related disciplines: dialectology, sociolinguistics, and
EFL pedagogy (TEFL). Because linguists know that no speechvariety is Inherently superior or inferior, AE regional dialect
research has not concerned itself with attitudinal data,. This
fn no way implies that dialectal research has been unellaciacti
the contrary is emphatically the case. Sociolinguistics, one of
the prime interests of which is language attitudes, has turned
its attention to the EFL speaker but not to AE regional speech
varieties, preferring to oncentrate on serial- and ethnic vari-
eties. TEFL research has produced a number of valuable atti-
tudinal studies; however, none Iran considered the role of re-
gional variation. This study combines dialect research, attitude
'tidy, and TEFL.

The EFL student faces the dilemma of trying to develop a
dear-native speaking ability, while being sure to acquire only
those native forms which will work to his advantage. The re-
search indicates that the EFL. speaker who uses low-prestige
forms is judged much more severely than his native-speaking
counterpart with the same forme. Therefore, it is important
to discover if the EFL speaker recognizes varieties in the
target language and if he applies the same value judgments
about the varieties as the native speaker does.

This stud); uses both taped speech samples and question-
naires to discover 11 an AE group makes the same value judg-
ments as a group of EFL speakers. A pilot group of AE speak-
ers from- the six regions represented by the taped voices tested
the representativeness of a larger control group of AE speak-
ers, from one geographical area. The experimental group of
EFL speakers contained speakers of several languages.

The results of the study show that, for the samples tested,
the value judgments about the personality of the speakers were
similar for the control and experimental groups, The AE sub-
jects singled out words and phrases with regional markers Ir_i_aa
them; the responses of the EFL group were random. The-an-
swers to the questionnaires suggest that both groups have
clearly defined notions about dialect superiority, although the
two groups rank regions disparately. Both groups also made
suggestions about register levels that would be unsuitable for
the EFL speaker to command.

THE EFFECT OF SUPPLEMENTARY INDWIDUALiZED
INSTRUCTION UPON THE READING ACHIEVEMENT OF
MEXICAN-AMERICAN MIGRANT STUDENTS

Crater NO. 7804832

VISOSVI, John Michael, Ph.D. The University of Michigan,
1977. 118pp. Chairman: Eowell Ur, 'Beach

This study is concerned with aline wheeler individual=
ized supplementary instruction reading will have a signifi-
cant effect upon the reading aceievem* of Mexican - American
migrant students. The migrant child enters school without the
kinds of experiences which develop readiness for scbool. Be-
cause of his mobile existence, his academic achievement and
reading skills are below that of his non-rnigratory peers.

I.

I

The Maxicare-American migratory child comes from an
economically deprived family whose dominant language is

Spasash. His puerto often do not stress education or intel--

lectoal effort. It becomes imperative that appropriate educe-
tioaal programming 1)e provided to meet the needs of migrant

studepts.
Maxiean-American migrant students in grades one through

Rye werergiven a pretest with a standardized testing instrif-
merit. Students in each grade level were matched on the basis

of test scores and randomly assigned to experimental and eon-
trig groups. Roth i groups were given identical instructional
programs in the regular classroom. The experimental group,
however, was given supplementary-reading instructions daily

by a teacher other than the classroom teacher in a setting
apart from the regular classroom.

StaalernentarY instruction in reading was provided te Small
.groups of students with usually no more than five in a group.
Students had access to a large number of print and audio-
ritual materials, Each student had an individual education0
prescription, as deteranined by thy classroom and supple-
rineetary teacher, to reznedlate skill deficiencies.

All teachers providing the supplementary instruction had
received a master's degree in reading. They were hired with
federal funds for the specific purpose of providing supple-
mentary reading inatructlen.

At the conclusion of the school year a comparison of post-
test scores of the experimental and control groups revealed
that at each grade level tested, a significant statistical differ-
ence was obtained by the experimental group at the .05 level %.

of significance using the student's t distribution.
A teacher- questionnaire provided information relative to

strategies used by the supplementary teachers during the sup-
plementary reading sessions. eased upon the consistent re-
sponses of the teachers It appears that there may be a relation-
ship between the reading achievement of migrant students in
the experimeetal groups and the following: the opportunity for
migrant students to have supplementary reading instruction;
the opportunity 'for small group and individualized instruction;
the opportunity for coordination between the supplementary
reading teacher and the classroom teacher in prescribing for
etudente' needs: and the opportunity to promote student

motivation through a success oriented program In a tension-

free setting.
An analysis of teacher responses does not indicate that any

change in strategy or methodology is warranted In the continu-

ation of this study.
Statistical test data from this study indicate that when Mex-

ican-American migrant students were exposed to supplemen-

taxy reading instraction that they made significant achieve-
ant gains when compared to *se in a control group.
miniver, no one method, process, or strategy can be singled

out as having the most positive effect upon the re ng achieve-

ment of students.



COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCE AMONG CHILDREN IN A
BILINGUAL SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT (K-3)
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WEININGER, Jane Carpenter Grant, Ph.D. The University of
Texas at Austin, 1977. 240pp. Supervisor: Aaron Bar-Aden

'-'his study was undertaken to describe the communicative
,competence of children in a bilingual environment in kindergar-

ken through third grade in the Spanish-English bilingual classes
of the Austin Independent School District. The participant/ob-
server method of data collecting was employed, in which I at-
tempted to remain as inconspicuous as possible. I used a hidden
tape recorder to better record sitbations of natural interaction
among children. Although exchanges between adults and the chil-
dren were on occasion cited, most of the material came from
childAo-eald communications.

The realizatioi which became strikingly apparent if that
most of the interactioraoccurring on the playground deals with
the social uses of aggression. In the lower grades, and among
younger children in general, aggression is often physical. As
the children become more sophisticated, the aggression becomes

-verbal. In 01 cases the objective is the same--the creation and
maintenance of a social order in the. peer group.

At the same time the children are refining their language
capabilities. Syntactic deviations were found to follow the ex-
pected sequences of development and type. The fact that they
are exposed to and learning more than one language does not ap-
pear to have affected the types of deviatians and miscommuni-
cations.

Fiy.the time these children enter kindergarten they are well
aware of the psychological and social customs of their culture,
that is, the child culture. A knowledge of children's lore, the
games, rhymes, riddles, etc., of their age was observed to
foster increased interaction. Aggression is a constant, and
verbal power-plays are inextricably intertwined in the function-
ing of children's lore.

The examples of children's lore indicate that it is used in
two manners. First, it is a traditional tool for creating and
maintaining hierarchies among the children. Certain forms,
e.g., taunt rhythms and dominance displays, elicit predictable
responses. Second, lore provides a frame in which submissive
children can open and continue interaction with domineering
children. They interact in a frame which cuts across peer
group rankings, offering a wider spectrum of experiences toboth participants.

If items of children's lore were introduced in the curricula
of bilingual programs, children with differing language domi-
minces could have license to mingle with children with whom
they might otherwise not have the opportunity to interact. These
'findings have positive implications not only for bilingual pro-
grams but also for understanding general interaction on theplayground.

A SOCIOLINGUISTIC ANALYSIS OF TtlE RELATIONSHIP
OF LANGUAGE ronaitNcE, LEXICAL MEANING AND
GRAMMATICAL STRUCTURE IN THE READING AND
AURAL COMPREHENSION OF BIDIALECTAIB

Order No. 7808888

WOODARD, Ann Charlotte, Ph.D. Stanford University, 1978.
2813pp.

A study of the relationship of the language proficiency of
bidiWectals in the reading and aura comprehension process
was conducted among bidialectals in the San Francisco Unified
gehool District. The purpose of the study was to determine the
relative effect of varying degrees of bidialectal language pro-
ficiency, lexical meaning and grammatical structure on reading
and aural comprehension.

The main independent variables in the study were standard
English vocabulary and grammar scores, Black English vo-
esbulary and grammar scores, and bidialectal proficiency.
The dependent variables were reading and aural comprehen-
sion scores. Some secondary independent control variable.
were sex and age (grade level). These variables were used to
establish the comp ability of the bidialectal groups.

The principal hyposes which were tested were that there
would be no significant difference between the relative rela-
tionship of vocabulary and grammar in predicting the reading
performance of bidialectals. If differences occurred, it was
exp)ected that vocabulary would be the higher predictor of read-
ing comprehension within each dominance group as well as for
the entire sample. The second principal hypothesis to be tested
was that there would be no significant difference between-the
performance of bidialectals on comprehension measures in
each group's language dominance. If differences occurred it
was expected that each group would score higher on the mea-
sures of comprehension in the language of its dominance than
any other group would score on those measures.

The sample consisted of 228 subjects. In general the stu-
dents represented lower working class and middle class fam-
ilies. The subjects Included 134 blacks, 56 whites, 13 Chinese,
and a few members of other ethnic groups. Of the total
sample 118 or 51 percent were seventh graders. `There were
110 ninth graders (48.7 percent). The participants ranged
in age-from 11 through 15 years. The mean age was 13 years.
Eight instruments were developed for the study: 1. The
Questionnaire. 2. The Standard English Vocabulary Test,
1 The Black Vernacular English Vocabulary Test. 4. The
Standard English/Nonstandard Black English Grammatical
Discrimination Test. 5. The Standard English Reading Test.
15. The Black English Reading Test. 7. The Standard En-
glish Listening Test. 8. The Black English Listening
Test.

The results of the study showed that vocabulary scores are
better predictors of reading and listening comprehension than

scores in grammar for the entire sample and within each
bidialectal group.

In general bidialectal groups performed better than other
groups on comprehension and reading tests in the variety in
which they are dominant. Although this trend was not true for
the comprehension and -reading performance of the Black En-
glish dominant group on the total tests, the trend was observed
for this gitoup on subtest language measures.

The performance of the Black English dominant group on
the Standard English Reading. Vocabulary Comprehension sub-
test was significantly lower than the performance of the stand-
ard English dofninant group. Similarly, the performance of
the standard English dominant group on the Black English Read-
ing Vocabulary Comprehension-subtest was significantly lower
than that for the Black English dominant group.

The vocabulary problems connected with Black English
were analyzed into those related to homonyms, homophones,
specified Black English lexemes an polysemes. It was deter-
mined that the percentage of correct responses on items con-
alning Black English homophones was greater for Black En-

glish dominants than for standard English dominants. Also,
the reverse was true in the case of standard English homo-
phones. In the case of homonyms and lexemes, a greater per-
centage of these items were scored correctly by participants
within each dominance group of the language measures.
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